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thorn. It is quite certain that Buddhism did not hesitate to use existing folk-lore to illustrate its teachings, and that the Jataka Book is very largely composed of such material. Possibly No. LI also shows traces of Old Testament influence. (Of. the story of Daniel.)
It is said that a woman carrying her child on her hip went to the tank to bathe, and leaving him lying upon her clothes entered the water. Thereupon straightway an Ogress, seeing the boy and desiring to eat him, took the form of a woman and standing by him called to the mother, ' What a pretty child this is ! May I suckle him ? ' The mother agreed, and the Ogress, taking him up, gave him some milk, and then ran away with him. When the mother seized her she put on a bold face and claimed the child as her own. Now it chanced that, as they wrangled over the child, they passed by the Judgement Hall; and the Bodhisat, hearing their quarrel, sent for them and asked them the cause of the dispute. As lie looked upon the Ogress he perceived that her eyes were red as Olinda seeds * and did not blink, and knowing her to be an ogress, he asked,e Will you be content to abide by my decision ? ' They agreed, and he bade the attendants draw a line upon the ground, and lay the child upon it exactly in the middle. He then told the ogress to grasp the boy's arms, and the mother to grasp his legs, and both to pull, until one prevailed and pxilled him over the line. e Whoso wins *, he declared,c shall become the possessor of the child !'
They began to tug and the child to scream with, pain ; whereat the mother, yearning over him, let
* A beautiful rod boan. with a black base, much used in Coy Ion in a game called ' Olinda '.